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DÉPARTEMENT D’ÉTUDES ANGLAISES

&

THE J.  W. MCCONNELL CHAIR IN AMERICAN STUDIES

PRESENT A READING AND LECTURE BY
ARMAND GARNET RUFFO

“Norval Morrisseau:  Man Changing Into Thunderbird”
Abstract: Ojibway painter Norval Morrisseau is arguably Canada’s most prominent and popular contemporary artist.  Since the early 1960s when he suddenly rose to stardom and attained near mythic stature, until his recent death in 2007, his dramatic presence remains indelibly etched in the national consciousness. And, yet, one fact appears to be confirmed and reaffirmed, from darling of the art world to street person and back again: Norval Morrisseau, Copper Thunderbird, remains an enigma. Drawing on Ojibway imagination and heritage, my project blends factual information in the form of personal interviews, newspaper articles, essays, catalogues, reminiscences, short biographies and documentary film to create what may best be described as a poetic biography that explores both the sacred and profane behind the artist and his work.

Armand Garnet Ruffo (Ojibway) is the author of  At Geronimo’s Grave, winner of the 2002 Archibald Lampman Award for Poetry and the creative biography, Grey Owl: the Mystery of Archie Belaney (Coteau Books, 1997). His work includes lecturing and writing on Aboriginal literature, editing a collection of essays,  (Ad)Dressing Our Words: Aboriginal Perspectives on Aboriginal Literatures (Theytus Books, 2001), and directing a  feature film adaptation of his CBC award winning play, “A Windigo Tale.” A selection of “Norval Morrisseau: Man Changing Into Thunderbird” appeared in the National Gallery’s catalogue for the “Shaman Artist” exhibition.  He is Associate Professor in the Department of English at Carleton University.
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