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&

THE J.  W. MCCONNELL CHAIR IN AMERICAN STUDIES

PRESENT A LECTURE BY
HIRAM PEREZ

“‘Going to Meet the Man’ in Abu Ghraib”
Abstract: My paper proposes reading James Baldwin’s “Going To Meet the Man” as a re-scripting of Freud’s Oedipal scene, introducing the black male body as a triangulating figure vis-à-vis the white male child’s identification with each parent.  Hence, for Baldwin, fantasies about black male sexuality necessarily mediate the resolution of the Oedipal complex in the American scene.  In my paper, I extend Baldwin’s reading of this race secret to the abuses that occurred at the Abu Ghraib military prison in order to better understand the racialized and sexual nature of the violence but also to determine what about it was symptomatically American.  Reading Baldwin’s story next to the Abu Ghraib photos provides a means for thinking how race functions as a secret in the U.S. and how that secret may be cast violently onto the globe.
Hiram Perez is Assistant Professor of English at Vassar College. He specializes in US black and latina/o cultures, immigration, and sexuality.  His work has appeared in the journals Social Text, Camera Obscura, Cineaste, and Transformations: The Journal of Inclusive Scholarship and Pedagogy.  He also contributed essays to the collections East Main Street: Asian American Popular Culture and Reading Brokeback Mountain:  Essays on the Story and the Film.  He is currently a Ford Fellow at Princeton University’s Center for African American Studies, where he is at work on a book about gay cosmopolitanism.
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